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Proclamation 7642—Martin Luther
King, Jr., Federal Holiday, 2003

January 17, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., served as a
voice of conscience for our Nation, and his
words and actions continue to inspire cour-
age, humility, and compassion. As a visionary
leader of the civil rights movement, Dr. King
helped to advance human dignity by working
peacefully to resolve racial conflict through
speeches, marches, and countless nonviolent
activities that helped our Nation recognize
the importance of upholding fully our found-
ing ideals of equality, tolerance, and justice
for all. Dr. King’s enduring contributions to
America remind us and countless others
around the world that people should

. not be judged by the color of their skin
but by content of their character.” He also
taught us that lasting achievement in life
comes through sacrifice and service. His de-
votion to helping others reflected the true
spirit of service and citizenship, and his ex-
ample continues to motivate individuals to
serve causes greater than themselves.

Dr. King wrote that “Injustice anywhere
is a threat to justice everywhere.” As Ameri-
cans celebrate the 18th national commemo-
ration of the life and legacy of this great lead-
er, we recognize the lasting truth of his words
and his legacy, and we renew our commit-
ment to the principles of justice, equality, op-
portunity, and optimism that Dr. King es-
poused and exemplified.

As we honor Dr. King’s accomplishments,
we pledge to work for a Nation in which all
people of every race realize the promise of
America. No government policy can put hope
in people’s hearts or a sense of purpose in
people’s lives; but we can and will continue
to support efforts that seek to secure a Nation

of dignity, liberty, and compassion.

To achieve this goal, our Nation must work
to ensure that all American children have an
equal chance to succeed and reach their full
potential. One year ago this month, our coun-
try set a bold new course in public education
with the passage of the No Child Left Behind
Act, ushering in an era of accountability, local
control, and high standards. This Act af-
firmed our faith in the wisdom of parents
and communities and our fundamental belief
in the promise of every child. Across Amer-
ica, States and school districts are working
diligently to implement reforms called for by
this important legislation, which will produce
better results for all of our students. My Ad-
ministration is committed to these efforts,
and I will continue working with the Con-
gress to enact reforms and provide support
to help build the mind and character of every
child from every background in every part
of America. By working together to advance
Dr. King’s ideals of equality and acceptance,
we can achieve his dream of a Nation united
in understanding, defined in promise, and
guided by hope.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Monday, January
20, 2003, as the Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Federal Holiday. I encourage all Americans
to observe this day with appropriate civic,
community, and service programs and activi-
ties in honor of Dr. King’s life and legacy.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of January, in
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 22, 2003]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on January 23.
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Memorandum on Pedestal Actuator
Imports From the People’s Republic
of China

January 17, 2003

Memorandum for the United States Trade
Representative

Subject: Presidential Determination on
Pedestal Actuator Imports from the People’s
Republic of China

Pursuant to section 421 of the Trade Act
of 1974, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2451), I have
determined the action I will take with respect
to the affirmative determination of the
United States International Trade Commis-
sion (USITC) regarding imports of pedestal
actuators from China. The USITC, on the
basis of its investigation (No. TA-421-1), de-
termined that pedestal actuators from China
are being imported into the United States
in such increased quantities or under such
conditions as to cause market disruption to
the domestic producers of like or directly
competitive products.

After considering all relevant aspects of
the investigation, I have determined that pro-
viding import relief for the U.S. pedestal ac-
tuator industry is not in the national eco-
nomic interest of the United States. In par-
ticular, I find that the import relief would
have an adverse impact on the United States
economy clearly greater than the benefits of
such action.

In determining not to provide import re-
lief, I considered its overall costs to the U.S.
economy. The facts of this case indicate that
imposing the USITC’s recommended quota
would not likely benefit the domestic pro-
ducing industry and instead would cause im-
ports to shift from China to other offshore
sources.

Even if the quota were to benefit the pri-
mary domestic producer, the cost of the
quota to consumers, both the downstream
purchasing industry and users of the down-
stream products, would substantially out-
weigh any benefit to producers’ income. The
USITC’s analysis confirms this conclusion.

In addition, downstream industries are al-
ready under pressure to migrate production
offshore to compete with lower-cost imports
of finished products. Higher component

costs resulting from import relief would add
to this pressure. Given the significantly larger
number of workers in the downstream pur-
chasing industry when compared with the
domestic pedestal actuator industry, I find
that imposing import restrictions would do
more economic harm than good.

Finally, a quota would negatively affect the
many disabled and elderly purchasers of mo-
bility scooters and electric wheelchairs, the
primary ultimate consumers of pedestal actu-
ators.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 21, 2003]

NoTE: This memorandum will be published in the
Federal Register on January 22.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

January 11

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

January 13

In the morning, the President had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings.

In the afternoon, in his private dining
room, the President had lunch with Federal
Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan to dis-
CUuSS economic issues.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Mark Everson to be Commissioner
of the Internal Revenue Service.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Clay Johnson III to be Deputy Di-
rector for Management at the Office of Man-
agement and Budget.



